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Gov. John Kasich's education budget about to be amended by the Ohio House 

COLUMBUS, Ohio -- After hearing testimony from dozens of education groups and complaints from 

school officials back in their districts, members of the Ohio House are about to make major changes in 

Gov. John Kasich's proposed education budget.  

The buzz in Columbus is that Kasich's school funding plan – under construction over the past two 

years -- will be dumped by his fellow Republicans in control of the legislature when a slew of budget 

amendments are unveiled on Tuesday.  

Rep. Gerald Stebelton, a Republican from Lancaster who heads the House education committee, told 

Gongwer News Service last week that Kasich's formula is likely to be replaced by one that's more like 

the Building Blocks model adopted in 2005 under then-Gov. Bob Taft.  

Stebelton also told the Columbus Dispatch that a full resolution of the funding issue may not come 

until the summer or fall, although a new two-year budget must be approved by June 30.  

Stebelton did not return a call from The Plain Dealer. But Kasich's spokesman, Rob Nichols, is 

already defending Kasich's plan.  

"We still have to see the details, but the way Governor Taft might have approached things almost a 

decade ago isn't necessarily what's best today," Nichols said in an email. "Under our Achievement 

Everywhere plan, dollars follow students into the classrooms based on their individual needs, while 

under Governor Taft's Building Blocks plan, dollars did not follow the child but instead funded adults, 

buildings and equipment.  

"If we want every child in Ohio to achieve, we can't tackle tomorrow's challenges with yesterday's 

ideas."  

Both approaches start with a base per-pupil amount and add on money to address needs like special 

education and high poverty, but the different formulas can yield very different state aid amounts for 

districts and charter schools.  

Superintendents across the state were initially optimistic about Kasich's plan, which he billed as 

driving more state money to poorer districts.  

The enthusiasm cooled, however, when breakdowns showed many rural and urban districts wouldn't 

fare any better while some well-off suburban districts would get more. The grumbling intensified after 

districts learned more money than expected would flow from their coffers to publicly funded but 

privately operated charter schools.  

Damon Asbury, director of legislative services for the Ohio School Boards Association, said changes 

are needed.  
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"Reinstating the Building Blocks approach might well be a good start, although we don't know that will 

be in the final model," he said. " We have heard of the possibility of a commission being formed to 

address school funding on an ongoing basis. We support that concept."  

Asbury also noted that school officials would like to see "a final formula that will hold up for more than 

a few years" – a reference to the fact that Kasich, Taft and former Gov. Ted Strickland have all taken 

their shots at making schools less reliant on local property taxes.  

Ron Adler, head of the pro-charter Ohio Coalition for Quality Education, also would like to see 

more predictability provided in the final version. Under Kasich's plan, students would take varying 

amounts with them to charter schools based on the characteristics of their home districts as well as 

their own special needs.  

"This plan has a totally new structure with so many moving parts," Adler said. " For charter schools in 

urban areas, the biggest concern has been how do you budget with every child carrying different 

amounts of funding."  

State Rep. Matt Lundy, a Democrat from Elyria who is on the House finance  committee, has other 

concerns.  

"It continues to be frustrating to me that so much attention is paid to efforts to privatize education in 

this state when the focus should be on improving public education," he said.  

An expansion of vouchers for private school tuition is one provision that Lundy expects will stay in the 

budget, given strong support from the Republican majority.  

In the first year of Kasich's proposal, 2,000 vouchers would be available for kindergartners whose 

families earn up to 200 percent of federal poverty levels -- $46,100 for a family of four. First-graders 

and another 2,000 vouchers would be added the second year, with another grade and more vouchers 

added each subsequent year. Students could keep getting the vouchers even if their families' incomes 

rise above the eligibility level.  

Matt Cox, executive director of School Choice Ohio, agrees that the signs are good for the new 

voucher provision. He also expects some tweaks to strengthen existing voucher programs for children 

with special needs and those who would otherwise be assigned to low-performing district schools.  

Cox said about 1,300 students, parents and educators will be in Columbus on Wednesday for a pro-

choice rally.  

State Rep. Nickie Antonio, a Democrat who represents Lakewood and part of Cleveland's West 

Side, is another local legislator on the House finance committee as well as the education committee. 

She'll be watching what happens with a proposed "parent trigger" law that enables parents to force a 

reconstitution of the state's lowest-rated schools – presumably turning them into charter schools.  
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The trigger, which Antonio said is being promoted nationally by a "small special-interest group," would 

go statewide even though a pilot made available in Columbus two years ago has not been used.  

Antonio also is hoping for changes in a proposal that would take 15 percent of state funds for special 

education in districts and charter schools to create a statewide pool of money for students with very 

severe disabilities. School officials have complained that the high percentage would drain them of 

resources, particularly in low-wealth districts that get more state funding for special education.  

"I know there's a amendment coming on that, and I believe it is supported by some Democrats and 

Republicans," Antonio said  

The fate of Cleveland's state funding also will be closely watched. In the original proposal, state 

funding for the district was flat. But once deductions for charter schools are factored in, the district 

faces a $5 million cut.  

"It was very disappointing that Cleveland did not get an increase to match funds coming from the 

successful levy campaign," Antonio said. "I hope, especially in the critical first three years of the 

mayor's transformation plan, funds will be available to so these innovations can go forward." 
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