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Lehner, Skindell Bill Would Apply Restraint, Seclusion Rules To Charters 
  

A bipartisan pair of senators have introduced legislation that would require charter schools to be 

subject to a rule limiting the use of restraint and seclusion. 

 

The State Board of Education last year implemented a new rule to restrict the use of physical restraint 

and seclusion of students and instead require use of "positive behavior intervention and supports" 

when students are disruptive.  

 

Members of the panel had expressed a desire to have the same policy apply to community schools, 

but it lacked the authority to extend the guidance to the schools that are exempt from certain state 

policy. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, April 8, 2013) 

 

The Department of Education said state law gives it the authority to regulate operating standards in 

traditional public schools but not charters. 

 

Senate Education Committee Chairwoman Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) and Sen. Michael 

Skindell (D-Lakewood) have dropped a bill (SB 266) that would make only the restraint and seclusion 

policy applicable to charters. 

 

"The state board of education passed it. For some reason they couldn't have it apply to charter 

schools and it takes legislative action to have it apply to charters," Sen. Lehner said in an interview. 

 

"It was based on the appropriate way to treat a kid who is misbehaving with restraining them and 

putting them in seclusion, and if those policies apply to district schools they should apply to charter 

schools." 

 

The Ohio Coalition for Quality Education said it supports the legislative proposal as introduced. 

 

"We absolutely believe there should be a clear policy and standards for all public schools regarding 

the issue of physical restraints and seclusion," OCQE President Ron Adler said. "In this instance 

where children, their safety are involved, we believe there should be one policy." 
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