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 1    Are charters really public schools and 
  are they not-for-profit?

YES. Ohio charter schools are public. And as required by state 
law, all charters are classified as non-profit. They are also  
tuition-free and accept all students.  

 2     Can charter schools be located  
anywhere in Ohio?

NO. State law requires that charter schools can only be located 
in Ohio’s Eight Urban Districts (Akron, Canton, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, Toledo and Youngstown),  
plus several other academically challenged districts such  
as Portsmouth, Springfield, Lorain and Sandusky.

 3    Are charter school teachers licensed?

YES. Charter school teachers must be licensed, certified, 
and ‘highly qualified’, as required under federal law. 

 4   Do charter schools excel academically?

YES. Charter schools adhere to the same testing and report 
card standards as traditional district schools. When charter 
school performance is compared with neighboring urban 
district schools, and include student demographics, (poverty, 
mobility, special needs and English Language Learners), the 
vast majority of charter schools outperform traditional district 
urban schools.

 5     Are charter schools and district 
schools funded equally?

IT’S NOT EVEN CLOSE. While charter schools do receive 
state funding, unlike district schools, most charters do not 
receive any portion of local property taxes. The unfairness is 
that when a parent transfers their child from a district school 
to a charter school – all of the local property taxes remain with 
the traditional school district.

Charter schools receive between $8-10,000 per pupil annually 
from the state. However, because district schools receive 

funding from BOTH the state and local property taxes, they 
operate with significantly higher levels of per pupil funding.
 
           FY 2018 District School Funding

• Dayton $22,915

• Columbus $20,403

• Toledo $19,376

• Cleveland $21,689
• Youngstown $25,838

                          (ODE 2018 Office of Budget & School Funding)

  6     Are charter schools accountable to 
Ohio taxpayers?

YES! Charter schools are ‘highly’ regulated and accountable 
to both the state and taxpayers. Every charter school has a 
state approved sponsor who provides oversight, assures that 
all state and Federal requirements are followed and provides 
technical assistance. 

•  Fiscal Accountability: All charters are audited annually by 
the Ohio Auditor of State and also reviewed by both the 
school’s sponsor and Department of Education. Charter 
audits are a matter of public record.  

•  Academic Accountability: Charter schools unable to meet 
predetermined academic benchmarks may be considered for 
closure. NOTE: Failing district schools are never subject  
to closure.

 7    Many charter school models offer diverse education   
models that are equipped to meet students at their 

individual learning needs. Some charters offer traditional  
K-8 education or high schools that prepare students for a 
workforce career or college. And others are organized to 
serve singular student needs:

• Special Needs      • Science, Technology, Engineering, Math 

• Art Based      • Dropout Recovery 

• Online Education  • English Language Learners

TRUTH ABOUT CHARTER SCHOOLS
•  Charter schools are ‘schools of choice’ and, unlike traditional district schools, students are NEVER  

‘assigned’ to a charter.  

•  Charter schools are parent-friendly – provide a safe environment – offer small class sizes – with many 
models designed to address the individual needs of students.

•  While charter schools enjoy remarkable support from Ohio families, there are still critics who spread 
false information. Truth About Charter Schools, will present the true facts. 

 


