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▪ Growing numbers of states suggest ‘slowing the pace’ of changes 

   to state report card assessments. 

▪ Concerns elevate about online testing requirements. 

▪ Texas follows Florida dropping algebra II graduation mandate.   

By: Directors of the School Accountability Roundtable (S.A.R.) 

 

 

December 11, 2013 Education Week published an article, States Grapple With Common Test-Score 

Cutoffs describing that some states are not yet comfortable with the pace of exams being developed 

by the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium and Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 

College and Careers, or PARCC, in 2015.  Following are excerpts from the article.  

EDUCATION WEEK 

States are taking a wait-and-see approach before attaching individual-level student stakes such as high 

school graduation or grade-to-grade promotion to those high cutoff scores.  

Massachusetts, for instance, recently approved a two-year transition plan that will keep its statewide 

test, The Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System, or MCAS, as a high school graduation 

requirement through 2016 while it decides whether to use the exams developed by the 19-member 

PARCC organization for that purpose instead. 

Massachusetts Education Commissioner Mitchell D. Chester, formerly Ohio’s Senior Associate 

Superintendent for Policy and Accountability, said it doesn’t make sense to expect teenagers to 

suddenly meet a college-ready bar in order to graduate, when four in 10 students who pass the MCAS 

have to take at least one remedial class in state colleges or universities. 

“Our system isn’t ready to deliver a college-ready education to all our students off the bat,” Chester 

said.  “I don’t want to get there by having students punished by not meeting that bar.” 

If Massachusetts decides to replace the MCAS with PARCC, Mr. Chester said he is considering using, at 

least for a while, a lower cutoff score for high school graduation than the one PARCC states will 

collectively choose as the college-ready point. 
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Louisiana’s plan would require schools to produce average scores at the college-ready level on PARCC 

tests in order to earn an A in its accountability system, but the state will give schools a decade to 

reach that point. 

Arizona and Rhode Island were two of the states that said in a 2012 survey that they planned to use a 

consortium test as a graduation requirement.  Arizona has as least temporarily stepped back from that 

plan, choosing instead to shop for possible alternatives to the PARCC exam.  Rhode Island plans to use 

the PARCC test as a graduation requirement in 2015, but officials haven’t yet decided what score, or 

level, students must reach. 

In New Jersey, the class of 2015 will be the last required to take its High School Proficiency Assessment 

to earn a diploma.  Students in the next three graduating classes will be expected to take the PARCC 

test, but won’t have to reach a specific score to graduate, said Assistant Commissioner Bari A. 

Erlichson.  That would be too big a leap to expect, when the current test reflects 8th-to-9th-grade skills, 

she said. 

“Moving all the way to capturing [an] 11th grade skill set seemed too drastic,” Ms. Erlichson said.  “It’s 

not a reasonable action when you’re talking about student-level decisions.” 

Requiring states to report their consortium test scores publicly, without demanding that they use 

specific cutoff scores for policy decisions, reflects the federal Education Department’s priorities for the 

PARCC and Smarter Balanced tests. 

Sandy Kress, who helped craft the No Child Left Behind Act when he was an education adviser to 

President George W. Bush, has watched with dismay as policymakers ramp up expectations quickly 

only to see them backfire. 

What’s needed, he said, is a reasonable middle ground, in which states boost expectations enough to 

“feel the pinch,” but do it gradually enough, with enough support, that the effort doesn’t go down in 

flames. 

Kati Haycock, the president of the Washington-based Education Trust, which advocates policies that 

help disadvantaged students said,  “When you ask yourself how many kids are hitting that [NAEP] level 

of proficiency now, and ask yourself how fast we can move systems and kids,” she said, “there is no 

way this is anything less than a 10-year transition.” 

 

(http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/12/11/14naep.h33.html?tkn=MWYFoLzXAprEcZBaNzA5tU

bNrG2IjINyHD%2BU&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1)   

 

 

 

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/12/11/14naep.h33.html?tkn=MWYFoLzXAprEcZBaNzA5tUbNrG2IjINyHD%2BU&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/12/11/14naep.h33.html?tkn=MWYFoLzXAprEcZBaNzA5tUbNrG2IjINyHD%2BU&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1
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Kentucky and New York Experience Significant Plunge of Test Scores 

 

January 4, 2014 the Cincinnati Enquirer published an overview of Common Core assessments and 

reactions from Kentucky and New York.  

 

Kentucky was the first adopter in math and reading and was unique in creating its own tests. The first 

year that Kentucky students were tested under the new system, proficiency rates fell by more than a 

third.  The next year’s performance improved, but not as much as Kentucky Education Commissioner 

Terry Holliday would have liked.  He said math continues to be a problem for some grades noting, 

“We’re very, very concerned about our math performance in middle school and high school.” 

Brad Hughes, Kentucky School Boards Association spokesman said, “The people who crunch numbers 

tell you that you need at least three years’ worth of data to see if something is working or needs to be 

changed.  We’re only in the second year.” 

New York was right beside Kentucky in implementing its own Common Core tests.  Scores fell and the 

state’s education department was lambasted by critics.  Thousands of parents refused to let their 

children take the tests. 

(http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20140105/NEWS0102/301050035/3-years-later-Common-Core-

working-Kentucky-)  

 

 

Florida Governor Retreats from PARCC 

Florida:  In a stunning move last September Governor Rick Scott removed the State of Florida from the 

Common Core consortium known as the Partnership for Assessing Readiness for College and Careers 

(PARCC).  Florida had been the fiscal agent for PARCC.  (http://www.flgov.com/2013/09/23/governor-

rick-scott-announces-path-forward-for-high-education-standards-decision-to-withdraw-from-parcc/)  

 

Kentucky Withdraws From PARCC Testing Consortium 

January 31, 2014, Education Week reported that  Kentucky has pulled out of the Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers, better known as PARCC. 
 
 

 

http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20140105/NEWS0102/301050035/3-years-later-Common-Core-working-Kentucky-
http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20140105/NEWS0102/301050035/3-years-later-Common-Core-working-Kentucky-
http://www.flgov.com/2013/09/23/governor-rick-scott-announces-path-forward-for-high-education-standards-decision-to-withdraw-from-parcc/
http://www.flgov.com/2013/09/23/governor-rick-scott-announces-path-forward-for-high-education-standards-decision-to-withdraw-from-parcc/
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Gov. Steven L. Beshear, Education Commissioner Terry Holliday and State Board President Roger L. 
Marcum sent a letter by email yesterday to Mitchell D. Chester, the chairman of PARCC's governing 
board. 

In the letter, they said that Kentucky would likely be issuing a request for proposals for new tests, 
but that PARCC was welcome to bid along with other vendors in that process.  

None of this is really a surprise, of course; We've been reporting to you for some time that Kentucky 
has been on the fence about the PARCC tests.  

The state's withdrawal, which will be mailed by hard copy today, brings PARCC membership to 18: 17 
states and the District of Columbia. 

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2014/01/kentucky_withdraws_from_parcc_.html?intc=m

vs  

 

 

Schools are far from 100% technologically ready to deliver online testing 

There is a growing concern about requirements for online testing placing an internet capacity burden 

on rural districts, e-schools that must set-up scores of remote testing sites and even suburban districts.   

A new report from Maryland’s Education Department to the legislature says that the vast majority of 

schools in many of the state’s counties are not technologically prepared to give new online Common 

Core-aligned standardized tests and that at least $100 million will have to be spent by 2015 to get 

ready. 

In Montgomery County alone, it is estimated that necessary computer purchases will cost some  

$10 million, wireless enhancements to the infrastructure another $3 million and other technological 

improvements an additional $4 million.  Prince Georges County estimates it will need at least $5 million 

in improvement – money neither county has to spend.  Eleven of 24 school systems have completed a 

series of tests to determine readiness, and in those 11, a whopping 85% percent of schools aren’t 

prepared, the report said.   

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/01/17/maryland-schools-need-100-

million-for-online-common-core-tests-says-report/  

A January 7, 2014 report in the Wall Street Journal titled, Slow Internet Speeds Vex Schools, stated an 

estimated 72% of public schools have connections that are too slow to take full advantage of digital 

learning. “Just as people are getting excited about the power of what the Internet offers to students 

and teachers, they are running into the buzz saw of infrastructure,” said Evan Marwell, CEO of 

EducationSuperHighway, a nonprofit that tests schools broadband speeds. 

(http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303640604579300350203453792)  

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2048_001.pdf
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/07/23/37test.h32.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/07/23/37test.h32.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2014/01/kentucky_withdraws_from_parcc_.html?intc=mvs
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2014/01/kentucky_withdraws_from_parcc_.html?intc=mvs
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/01/17/maryland-schools-need-100-million-for-online-common-core-tests-says-report/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/01/17/maryland-schools-need-100-million-for-online-common-core-tests-says-report/
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303640604579300350203453792
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Texas follows Florida – drops algebra II mandate 

Texas became the first state to require its high school students to take algebra II, betting tougher 

graduation standards would better prepare its youngsters for college and life beyond it.  But Texas is 

now bucking the trend it began, abandoning advanced-math mandates to give high school students 

more flexibility to focus on vocational training for jobs that pay top dollar but don’t necessarily 

require a college degree. 

 

Florida scrapped a similar policy in April. The new changes still require algebra II for honors diplomas, 

which can ensure automatic admission to Texas public universities, or for diploma plans focusing on 

science, technology, engineering and math courses, or STEM. 

 

Chris Witte, who oversees chemical giant BASF's production facility in Freeport, Texas, said his 
company offers lucrative jobs for individuals with two-year degrees or focused high school career 
training.  "Is algebra II required for every job out at our site? The answer is no," Witte said. 
 
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/trend-starting-texas-drops-algebra-ii-mandate  
 
 

 

Summary  

Clearly, a growing number of states that were early to champion changes to their school assessments, 

supported online testing and algebra II mandates are now having second thoughts suggesting that, at a 

minimum, they need to provide students more course flexibility -- and slow down the pace of 

introducing changes to a more orderly process.  

 

This would assure that both legislators and their education departments will have the correct data that 

they need to set defensible report card requirements for schools and students. 

 

 

---Directors of the School Accountability Roundtable are data experts, academic officers, and 

administrators of testing and assessment of quality Ohio public schools.  The value of their 

recommendations is supported by actual school level knowledge and operational experience.   

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/trend-starting-texas-drops-algebra-ii-mandate

