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'KnowYourCharter' Website An Effort In Transparency, Creators Say; Charter 

Advocates Disagree 

A teachers union and think tank on Tuesday unveiled a new website they said would 

bring more transparency than ever before to district and charter school expenses and 

performance. 

KnowYourCharter.com, a joint endeavor from the Ohio Education Association and 

Innovation Ohio, compiles report card and financial data from 18 different Department 

of Education spreadsheets to allow for a user-friendly and easy comparison of schools. 

OEA President Becky Higgins said at a Statehouse news conference that the data shows 

that charters are not living up to their promise; however, the groups insisted the 

website is not meant as an "attack" on the charter industry and is a nonpartisan effort. 

IO President Keary McCarthy said, "I would hope that lawmakers, charter school 

operators, and public education advocates would welcome this level of transparency. 

"I think what you'll see here is the data speaks for itself. In some circumstances the 

charter schools will outperform the public school district," he said. "What you'll see is 

that in the vast majority of cases, the traditional public school district outperforms the 

local charter schools." 

IO spokesman Dale Butland said the groups do not "editorialize" with the information 

presented, all of which was derived from public sources. 

"When you talk about school choice, choice presupposes that the person doing the 

choosing will have adequate information on which to make an intelligent choice," he 

said. "That's all we're attempting to do here." 

The Ohio Alliance for Public Charter Schools, however, questioned the groups' motives. 

"What would compel Innovation Ohio and the Ohio Education Association to gather and 

report inaccurate and misleading data when detailed information on school and district 

funding and performance is readily available to the public on the Ohio Department of 

Education's website?" OAPCS President and CEO Darlene Chambers asked in a 

statement. 

http://knowyourcharter.com/


"True transparency, which is the stated goal of Innovation Ohio and the teachers union, 

demands an exact comparison of data, which simply is not the case with this website." 

The charter advocacy group said, for example, the website says Stambaugh Charter 

Academy in Youngstown had "100% of students at school less than 3 years." The 

school's sponsor says the figure is not accurate. 

"Stambaugh is a high quality school with a high student retention rate," Ms. Chambers 

said. 

She also said the website doesn't identify which charters serve primarily special needs 

students and which are dropout recovery schools. 

"The website also fails to provide a clear picture on funding by reporting only state 

funds, despite the fact that districts receive significant local tax revenue that is available 

to charters on a very limited basis only in Cleveland," Ms. Chambers said. 

Ron Adler, president of the Ohio Coalition for Quality Education, similarly criticized the 

site, saying "attacking" charters is the equivalent to trying to limit a family's choices for 

the education of their children. 

"It's regrettable that anti-school choice groups and teachers union bosses expend so 

much time trying to undermine Ohio's 400 public charter schools while they remain 

absolutely silent about the massive data-rigging scandals in several state school districts 

and ignore the struggles of the many urban districts that those teachers union bosses 

support," he said. 

"The basis of their criticism always deals with funding - never about what is best for 

children. Tens of thousands of parents have made informed decisions that charter 

schools can provide a better educational opportunity for their children." 

The website - which Mr. Butland described as a "historic first" - allows for users to 

search by a district name and then provides data on both the district searched and all 

the charters that serve students who live in the district. A reverse search by charter 

name can also be performed. 

Overview data shows the entities' 2013-14 Performance Index score, state funding per 

student, percent of money going to the classroom, the average length of teacher 

experience, and amount of money transferred to a charter or from a district. 

Users can also delve deeper and find information on all report card measures and 

additional financial and demographic material. 



IO Education Fellow Steve Dyer said the Performance Index is used as the primary 

report card data point because it is the closest the current report card offers to a single 

rating. 

Charter groups, however, often say the Value-Added measure better illustrates their 

success because they are often educating students who enter the school academically 

behind. 

The website offers information on the amount of money per pupil that is lost from a 

district school to pay for a student attending a charter, Mr. Dyer said. 

It also shows the amount of state funding per pupil a school receives. Although $5,800 

is the base funding amount in the current K-12 formula, caps on how much total 

funding districts receive can reduce that number while add-ons for disabled or English 

as a Second Language students can inflate that number, he said. 

"We believe this website and the data it contains will inform an important public 

service," Ms. Higgins said. "It will enable the citizens of Ohio to have the means to learn 

exactly how publicly funded charter schools are performing, how they are paid for and 

what the cost is to local public school districts." 

She said the groups believe most people do not know or understand how the charter 
school system works in Ohio, adding it should help to inform parents who are thinking 
about moving their child from the district into a charter. 

  


