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Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson would alter education reform bill to ease concerns of 

charter schools 

CLEVELAND, Ohio — Looking to widen support in the Ohio General Assembly for his education 
reform legislation, Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson has suggested changes to ease the worries of 
charter-school operators who fear the mayor's expanded power. 

State Sen. Nina Turner said that with the changes in place, she hoped the bipartisan bill will win 
approval this week. Turner, a Democrat from Cleveland, co-sponsored the Senate version of the bill.  

"The charter community has some concerns, and we've been meeting with various constituencies 
trying to work out a compromise," she said.  

The three changes proposed by Jackson would modify the proposed Municipal School District 
Transformation Alliance, a panel that would be appointed by the mayor to monitor charter school 
performance and authorize new schools.  

Ron Adler, president of the Ohio Coalition for Quality Education, which represents charter 
schools, said Saturday that he remains opposed to the concept of the Transformation Alliance. He 
said he was not involved in discussions with the mayor's office on the proposed changes.  

"The authority over schools and sponsors should rest with the state capitol and the Ohio Department 
of Education, not a group hand-picked by the mayor," he said. "We believe the group would be highly 
politicized."  

He said it would add "another layer of the same kind of bureaucracy that has crippled the school 
system."  

Turner said the changes aim specifically to keep out politics as well as the "bad actors."  

She said, "You would think the entire charter school community would embrace that."  

In its original form, the bill gives the Transformation Alliance authority to approve or reject the opening 
of new charter schools. As revised, the bill shifts the panel's focus from individual schools to the 
sponsors -- people or groups who want to open a school.  

Jackson's office said the change reflects efforts by the state to crack down on sponsors because of 
academic and financial problems and "removes the concern that the alliance could stifle innovative 
approaches or new school models."  

Jackson also proposes requiring the alliance to use national standards, such as those of the National 
Association of Charter School Authorizers, when it decides on sponsors.  

The original language says the criteria for approval would be developed in consultation with the 
Department of Education.  

Turner said requiring "more prescriptive, objective standards" will keep politics out of assessments. 

Finally, Jackson proposes a "sunset" provision for the alliance. The original bill does not limit how long 
the panel would function.  

"We want the reauthorization of the board itself every five to seven years," the mayor said on 
Saturday. "It's all about accountability."  



The education legislation -- House Bill 525 and matching Senate Bill 335 -- applies only to the 
Cleveland district, as it is the state's only school system under mayoral control.  

State Rep. Armond Budish of Beachwood, the Democratic leader in the House, said he shares 
Turner's hope that the measures can be approved this week, before the summer break. But he is wary 
of changes this late in the process.  

"I'm concerned that any changes would imbalance a carefully balanced plan" that has bipartisan 
sponsorship and the agreement of the mayor, the teachers union, business leadership and community 
foundations, he said. "There are things both sides don't like. Everybody bit their tongue a bit."  
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